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Continuing the phenomenal revised Trad books, this one takes a look at the witches and pagans of

the Verbena. Beginning with a prologue telling the tale of New Hope Farms (the Verbena introduced

in the original book; nice touch) and their confrontation with the death of the Old Ways on Beltane

night, this book shifts to the introduction, complete with a pagan lexicon and mention of living life to

it's fullest and preserving the Old Ways in the face of modernity. The book then goes to the Verbena

history, told by New Hope Farms. It starts with the Wyck and the Aeduna, ancestors of the Verbena,

and then shifts into classical Greece and Rome. Sidebars tell of the Olympian Gods special to the

Verbena, famous Verbena (Medea, Hippocrates, Merlin, etc) and even the question of Lilith's

existence (many Verbena don't believe in her actually). The book then looks at the Celts (and the

House Diedne fiasco), the dark ages (with a sidebar on the Old Faith for Dark Ages: Mage players),

the Burning Times, the Tradition's formation under Nightshade, the schism caused by Nazi rune

carvers in WW II, gay rights movements and the modern rebirth of paganism. It then closes out

looking at religion, medicine and relationships with the others (and their common roots with the

Dreamspeakers, Ecstatics, Euthanatoi and the Progenitors).The second chapter is really juicy,

containing details on Verbena culture, organization, Circles of note (small groups focusing on

Asatru, bardic traditions, Voudon, etc) and Verbena around the world. Sacred sites like Stonehenge,

Salem, Glastonbury Tor and the Pacific Northwest are mentioned, followed by their advantage: the



Paths of the Wyck, which lets them travel from pagan site to pagan site.
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